23/04/2020 'Mammobus' brings first-time breast screening to more women, Health News & Top Stories - The Straits Times

THE STRAITS TIMES

9 people When the
caught going gets
feeding or tough, the

NP — 05 1

Recommended by

'‘Mammobus' brings first-time breast
screening to more women

Save Your Breast

/ Gave Your Li

" §-ASK-NHED |
§-275-6443

s diagnest

B

The National Healthcare Group Diagnostics said that from January last year to February this year, the bus was deployed
167 times. PHOTO: BERITA HARIAN

(© PUBLISHED MAR 18,2019, 5:00 AM SGT

]
Jolene Ang (mailto:jolenezl@sph.com.sg)

https://www straitstimes.com/singapore/health/mammobus-brings-first-time-breast-screening-to-more-women 1/3


https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/nine-people-caught-feeding-or-watching-wild-boars-will-be-charged-for-flouting-circuit?obOrigUrl=true
http://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/food/when-the-going-gets-tough-t-he-tough-get-baking?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/authors/jolene-ang
mailto:jolenezl@sph.com.sg
https://www.straitstimes.com/

23/04/2020 'Mammobus' brings first-time breast screening to more women, Health News & Top Stories - The Straits Times

A "Mammobus" with equipment to screen for breast cancer has seen more women getting screened for the
first time.

The number of women being screened for the first time rose from 925 in 2017 to nearly 2,000 last year,
after the Community Mammobus programme was launched in January last year.

The National Healthcare Group Diagnostics (NHGD), Breast Cancer Foundation and Singapore Cancer
Society, which collaborated on the programme, said more women are going for screenings, as they are now
"more accessible and affordable".

They have extended the programme by one year and it will now end next January.
NHGD said that from January last year to February this year, the bus was deployed 167 times.

Yesterday, the bus visited Punggol 21 Community Club, where more than 40 women registered to get
screened, out of which about 30 were doing it for the first time.

The screening in the bus is free for Singaporeans doing it for the first time. Those who have been screened
before, including at polyclinics, pay $10 each.

There is no difference between how breast screening is carried out in the bus and in polyclinics.

Screenings in polyclinics cost about $50 each for Singaporeans regardless of whether it is their first time
being screened.

The Mammobus programme is also open to permanent residents and foreigners, though they will be
charged more.

Results will be mailed to participants within about three weeks.

There are about 1,930 newly diagnosed cases of breast cancer each year, and about 420 deaths, according
to an annual report by the Singapore Cancer Registry in 2015.

Related Story

Pink Train to highlight breast cancer risks

Related Story

https://www straitstimes.com/singapore/health/mammobus-brings-first-time-breast-screening-to-more-women 2/3


https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/pink-train-to-highlight-breast-cancer-risks
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/pink-train-to-highlight-breast-cancer-risks
https://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/breast-cancer-calculator-may-help-predict-risk
https://www.straitstimes.com/lifestyle/breast-cancer-calculator-may-help-predict-risk

23/04/2020 'Mammobus' brings first-time breast screening to more women, Health News & Top Stories - The Straits Times

Breast cancer ‘calculator’ may help predict risk

NHGD executive director Lim Soh Har said: "Through this tripartite effort, we have successfully reached
out to more women, particularly those who are screening for the first time... Such screenings support the
Ministry of Health's objective of placing more emphasis on health instead of healthcare."

Companies and community clubs can arrange for the bus to visit at no cost, to get their employees and
residents screened.

Punggol resident Kim Tey, 47, who was screened for the first time, said she did not mind getting checked
since it was free.

A housewife who wanted to be known only as Ms Khong, 46, was screened at a polyclinic about two years
ago but decided to do it again since she also lives nearby.

She said: "I feel it's necessary to do (regular) checks. You'll feel safe if you know you don't have any
problems, and even if you do, you can go for early treatment."
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